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JEANTEX Group has moved

into the East European

market by acquiring a majority

shareholding in an industrial

washing company in Sibiu,

Romania. The US denim firm

will acquire 51% of Eurotex

Spalatorie Textile for US$80,000

in cash and US$120,000 worth

of restricted stock. Jeantex says the Romanian

company has the capacity to expand into the

production of jeans to meet the market needs in

the Central and East European region.

Romania is close to consumers in the rapidly

developing economies of Russia, Ukraine,

Moldova and other Slavic states where labour

costs are low. Jeantex also believes it may enjoy

significant benefits from the Romanian opera-

tions, including tax breaks of 39-80% from import

taxes in the EU, and low corporate taxes of 16%.

Jeantex chairman Henry Fahman said the

company will also continue to work towards

other potential ac-

quisitions and stra-

tegic alliances in

countries such as

Vietnam to increase

its private label

capacity, and to op-

en up new interna-

tional markets.

� Jeantex Group

Inc, 17011 Beach

Blvd., Suite 1230,

Huntington Beach,

CA 92647, USA.

Tel: +1 714 843 5457. Fax: +1 714 843 5451. E-

mail: info@jeantexgroup.com

CZECH REPUBLIC

Puma renews football contract

SPORTSWEAR company Puma has agreed with

the Czech Football Association to extend a con-

tract between them first initiated in 1996. Under

the agreement, Puma will remain the official

supplier of all apparel and equipment to all

Czech FA associated national teams.

� Puma AG, Würzburger Strasse 13, D-91074

Herzogenaurach, Germany. Tel: +49 9132 810.

Fax: +49 9132 812246. www.puma.com

Patent infringements at IMB

AT the recent IMB fair in Cologne, Germany,

sewing machine manufacturer Dürkopp Adler

noticed that two competitors from the Czech

Republic and China each presented a machine

containing Dürkopp Adler technology.

On request of the German firm, the District

Court of Düsseldorf issued preliminary injunctions

ordering the two companies to immediately refrain

from offering, displaying, placing into circulation,

using, importing for the mentioned purposes or

possessing the respective machines in Germany.

The Chinese company responded by remov-

ing the machine from its booth. However, the

Czech supplier continued to display the machine

at the fair. Dürkopp Adler said it plans to insti-

tute further legal proceedings.

� Dürkopp Adler AG, Potsdamer Strasse 190, D-

33719 Bielefeld, Germany. Tel: +49 521 92500. Fax:

+49 521 925 2435. www@duerkopp-adler.com
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AUS report says hundreds of North Koreanwomen are being exploited and subjected to
near slave-like conditions in Czech textile facto-
ries.

According to the San Francisco Chronicle in a
report broadcast by Prague Radio, Czech factory
owners, in connivance with the North Korean
Embassy in Prague, are abusing cheap human
labour as the majority of female workers who
draw minimum wages repatriate money to their
families back home via a North Korea govern-
ment-run bank account monitored by the local
embassy.

The newspaper quoted a US State Department
report as saying that workers are permanently
under surveillance by factory guards and are
permitted to leave their dormitories only in
groups.

Czech police investigated some cases but said
they could not prove exploitation or violation of
human rights.

POLAND
Trevira starts yarn productionPOLYESTER fibre manufacturer Trevira has
started production of texturised yarns in Zielona
Gora, Poland. As announced at the start of the
year, the company has transferred part of the
production from its plant in Silkeborg, Denmark
to Poland.

In Zielona Gora, which is around 60 km from
Trevira’s main production site in Guben, Ger-
many, the company has found and rented a suit-
able factory and now the first 13 of some 45
employees have been recruited. The manager at

the new site is Andrzej Majew-ski, an engineer with experi-ence of the car industry, mostrecently in R&D.
“This was bound to be a bit-ter decision for our colleaguesat Silkeborg,” said Trevira chiefexecutive officer Jörg Hellwig.“But there was sadly no alter-

native to transferring KDK/chenille to a lower
cost location.

“To remain competitive in future we need to
manufacture products that are especially wage-
intensive and more cost effective.“The only other possibility open to us would
have been to remove this product group from
the market, which would have had dramatic
results on our business overall, since all our big
customers in filaments take these special prod-
ucts.

“With the transfer to Poland and the wage
costs in place there,we are again earn-ing with these fila-ment yarns, to thebenefit of the Tre-vira Group.”
� Trevira GmbH,Philipp-Reis-
Strasse 2, D-65795Hattersheim,
Germany. Tel: +4969 3051 8108. Fax:+49 69 3051 6341.E-mail:

info@trevira.com 
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